
METALWORKS - For thousand of years, artists have 
worked metals into both functional and decorative objects. 
Iron, gold and silver along with many other metals and 
their alloys have long been fashioned into useful items, 
both functional and purely ornamental in nature. It is not 
uncommon for artists to also utilize aluminum, brass, bronze 
and steel in their creations. The malleability of metals makes 
them a popular material for seemingly endless applications.

MIXED MEDIA - Art works that draw on several different 
medias, often recycled, that combine different types of 
physical material to create a single visual image.

PAINTING - Generally, painting may be defined as the 
application of pigment to a surface. The manner in which 
that application occurs is via the liquid substance that 
carries the pigment: paint. Paint is composed of pigment 
mixed with a solvent as a medium and a binding agent.

PHOTOGRAPHY - Derived from the Greek work meaning 
“to write with light,” photography is one of the newer 
visual art forms. Photographic artists create works that 
transcend the ability of the camera to simply deliver an 
image, they instead provide us with a perspective unique to 
the artist. The artist manipulates each image in its lighting, 
composition, execution and printing processes within the 
darkroom or on the computer.

PRINTMAKING - Printmaking may be broadly defined 
as work which exists in multiple copies as reproduced from 
a working surface that is coated in ink and then pressed 
against a surface, which is most often paper. The matrix 
may be a plate, woodblock, lithographic stone, or silkscreen 
stencil. There are four major categories of printmaking: 
intaglio, lithography, relief and serigraphy. Monotypes are 
the result of a combined printmaking and painting process. 

SCULPTURE - Means carving. In today’s art applications 
however, the term translates to almost any work of 
art carried out in three dimensions, where a mass of 
aesthetically inarticulate material has been manipulated into 
meaningful shape and arrangement by either reductive or 
additive techniques.

WOOD - Using the material wood to create both decorative 
and functional objects: segmented and turned vessels, 
laminated and solid wood furniture, and carved objects.

For additional program information please contact CherryArts 
at Education@CherryArts.org or (303) 355-2787. To view or 
purchase poster artwork from the Arts Festival visit
www.CherryArts.org

ART OF THE MEDIUM
CERAMICS - The art or process of making ceramic 
work out of baked porcelain and clay. Also referred to as 
pottery, clay, earthenware and porcelain. Pieces may be 
functional or purely decorative in nature and ceramic works 
are constructed in variations of two basic methods: wheel 
thrown or hand built. 

DIGITAL ART - Contemporary art in which computer 
technology is used in a wide variety of ways to make 
distinctive works.

DRAWING - As the most basic of all two-dimensional 
art forms, the act of drawing can capture the spontaneity 
of expression of human thoughts. An artist drags a pencil, 
pastel, chalk, pen, brush or similar implement across a sheet 
of paper, board or other surface to create a series of visible 
impressions.

FIBER - Fiber may be defined as slender, threadlike 
materials originating from both organic (e.g., silk, plants, 
wool, metals) and synthetic (e.g., glass, nylon, plastic) 
sources. Based in ancient cultural traditions, the fiber 
arts now include a number of disciplines in which fibers 
are entwined, coiled, woven and knotted to create an 
object which may be either functional or purely decorative. 
Fiber disciplines include basketry, embroidery, weaving 
and tapestry, as well as papermaking and a number of 
techniques such as batik and hand printing where design is 
applied to fabrics.

GLASS - A remarkably versatile material created by fusing 
sand, or silica with alkali minerals such as cadmium, cobalt, 
copper, lead, lime, potash or soda, glass is considered a 
super cooled liquid rather than a true solid material. Artisans 
create glass vessels by dipping a ceramic core or rod into 
molten glass to build up thickness, or by wrapping threads of 
molten glass around the core. Artworks may be created via 
blowing, molding or casting as well as works that have been 
kiln formed.

JEWELRY - Objects designed for the adornment of a 
person, functional as well as decorative, usually made of 
gold, silver, platinum, metal, gemstones and/or hard organic 
material of high quality.  
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